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Port Manatee is the fourth largest of Florida’s 
fourteen deepwater seaports. Governed by the 
seven-member Manatee County Port Authority, Port 
Manatee is our community’s gateway to international 
trade and commerce. 

Located on over 1,100 acres, Port Manatee is the 
hub for a wide variety of agricultural and industrial 
commodities, including forestry products, fruits and 
vegetables, citrus juices, aluminum, steel, paper 
products, petroleum products, natural gas, cement, 
construction-grade aggregate and fertilizer.

The Port facility expansion program continues. 
The current focus is on improvements to the South 
Port area which would include dredging adjacent 
to Berth 12 and the construction of an adjacent 
intermodal container yard. A contract has been 
awarded for the Berth 12 dredging project and is 
currently underway. Dredging is expected to be 
completed in June 2011. The design and permitting 
for phase I of the intermodal container yard has been 
accomplished. Completion of these projects, coupled 
with the recent acquisition of a second mobile harbor 
crane will significantly expand the Port’s operating 
capacity and further diversity into containerized 
cargoes. Additionally, the Port Authority has begun the 
permitting and mitigation phase for the expansion of 
the North Port area as detailed in the “Port Manatee 
Master Plan 2009.”

During the year, the Port Authority awarded a 
contract for the dredging of Berth 12 that will provide 
1,600 feet of deep water access. Additionally, the 
Port was 1 of only 7 Ports nationwide to receive 
TIGER II grant funding for the extension of Berth 12 
and the adjacent intermodal container yard. The Port 
Authority, in partnership with the Brownsville Texas 
Navigation District, also received funding from the 
“Cross Gulf Container Expansion” Marine Highway 
Grant to provide equipment to enhance and promote 
the marine highway concept to alleviate congestion on 
the Nation’s roads and bridges.

The Port’s expansion plans are designed to take 
full advantage of the completion of the Panama 
Canal expansion program and the recently signed 
Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Manatee County Port Authority and the Panama 
Canal Authority.
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